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SUBJECT: REPLACEMENT FOR F-104; GENERAL DYNAMICS PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

REE: BRUSSELS 3283 

1. FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE PRESS COVERAGE RESULTING 
FROM THE GENERAL DYNAMICS OFEICIALS MEETING WITH BELGIAN 
AVIATION WRITERS DESCRIBED REFTEL. 

2. MASS-CIRCULATION CONSERVATIVE HET LAATSTE NIEUWS (5/28), 
CATHOLIC LE RAPPEL (5/29), AND CATHOLIC HET BELANG VAN LIMBURG 
(5/29) CARRIED BELGA NEWS AGENCY REPORT ON 
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REPLACEMENT EOR THE E-104G CURRENTLY USED BY THE 
BELGIAN AIR EORCE. 

3. REPORT SAID THAT UNDER GD'S PROPOSAL 318 AIRCRAET 
WOULD BE CONSTRUCTED AND ASSEMBLED BY CONSORTIUM OF 
EUROPEAN EIRMS WORKING TOGETHER WITH GD AND UNITED AIR- 
CRAFT CORPORATION. 70 PERCENT OF PURCHASING PRICE PER 
UNIT WOULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO BELGIUM UNDER THE EORM OE 
ECONOMIC COMPENSATIONS IN THE FIRST PHASE, REPORT SAID. 

HET LAATSTE NIEUWS CARRIED REPORT UNDER HEADING "AMERICAN 
EIRM OEEERS PLANSE AND JOBS TO BELGIUM". 

4. INFLUENTIAL CONSERVATIVE CATHOLIC LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
(5/28) CARRIED REPORT BY ITS AVAITION WRITER MICHEL MATHOT, 
BASED ON SAME BELGA DISPATCH. MATHOT NOTED THAT "UP TO 
PRESENT ONLY MIRAGE E-I, HAS BEEN OCCASION OF (SIMILAR) 

FIRM AND PRECISE PROPOSALS". MATHOT EURTHER WROTE THAT 
"U.S. GOVERNMENT WILL NOT EAIL TO SUPPORT, EVEN FINANCIALLY, 
PRPOSEALS OF AMERICAN FIRMS. IT IS NORMAL, BUT IT GIVES 

TO THIS RACE EOR REPLACEMENT OF F-I04 CHARACTER OF SMALL 
AMERICAN-EUROPEAN CHALLENGE". LA LIBRE ON MAY 29 CARRIED 
PICTURE OE YE- 1 6. 

5. INFLUENTIAL CATHOLIC DE STANDAARD'S AVIATION WRITER 
GUIDO KINDT OBSERVED (5/28) THAT "NOW THAT THE DICE ARE 
VIRTUALLY CAST, ANOTHER AMERICAN FIRM SUDDENLY COMES TO 
BELGIUM TO OEFER STILL ANOTHER REPLACEMENT FOR OUR 
STARFIGHTERS." KINDT CONTINUED THAT " IN LISTENING 

TO ARGUMENTS OF GENERAL DYNAMICS ONE HAS IMPRESSION 
THAT THEY HAVE ATTENDED ALL PRESS CONEERENCE OE THEIR 
COMPETITORS AND COPIED THEIRS EROM THEM..." 

BOOCHEVER 
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